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Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
for implementation of the proposed air
traffic noise abatement procedures
contained in the update of the Noise
Compatibility Program for T.F. Green
Airport in Warwick, RI.
DATES: Written comments will be
accepted prior to April 26, 2000. A
public hearing will be held on
Wednesday, April 12, 2000, 7 p.m. to 9
p.m., Warwick, RI.
ADDRESSES: Address all written
comments to Ms. Terry Flieger,
Environmental Specialist, FAA, Air
Traffic Division, 12 New England
Executive Park, Burlington, MA 01803.
Oral or written comments may also be
given at the public hearing that will be
held at the Veterans Memorial High
School Auditorium/Cafeteria, 2401 West
Shore Road, Warwick, RI.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Terry Flieger, 781–238–7524.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The FAA
is making available the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
for the following proposed action: the
implementation of seven noise
abatement departure procedures and
one noise abatement arrival procedure
including other associated noise
compatibility program mitigation
measures that were recommended in the
T.F. Green Noise Compatibility Program
Update. A Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (DEIS) has been prepared and
will be available for public review and
comment. This document will be
available 30 days prior to the April 12,
2000, hearing during normal business
hours at the following locations:
T.F. Green Airport, 2000 Post Road,

Warwick, RI 02886–1533
Warwick Town Hall, Clerk’s Office,

3275 Post Road, Warwick, RI 02886
Cranston Town Hall, 869 Park Avenue,

Cranston, RI 02910
Central Warwick Public Library, 600

Sandy Lane, Warwick, RI 02886
Apponaug Public Library, 3267 Post

Road, Warwick, RI 02886
Cranston Public Library, 140 Socknest

Cross Road, Cranston, RI 02920
Norwood Public Library, 328 Pawtuxet

Avenue, Warwick, RI 02888
Conimicut Public Library, 55 Beach

Avenue, Warwick, RI 02889
The purpose of the hearing is to

consider the social, economic, and
environmental effects of the proposed
actions. During the hearing the public
will be given an opportunity to present
oral and/or written comments for the
public record. This hearing is being held
pursuant to the requirements of the
National Environmental Policy Act of
1969 (Pub. L. 91–190) and other laws as
applicable.

Dated: February 25, 2000.
William C. Yuknewicz,
Acting Manager, Air Traffic Division, FAA,
New England Region.
[FR Doc. 00–5355 Filed 3–3–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–13–M

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

RTCA, Inc.; Government/Industry
Certification Steering Committee

Pursuant to section 10(a)(2) of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act (Pub.
L. 92–463, 5 U.S.C., Appendix 2), notice
is hereby given for RTCA Government/
Industry Certification Steering
Committee meeting to be held March 17,
2000, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. The
meeting will be held at Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), 800
Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, DC 20591, in the Bessie
Coleman Conference Center, Room 2AB
(second floor).

Formation of the Certification
Steering Committee is a follow-on
initiative recommended in RTCA’s
Report of Task Force 4, Certification.
The concept of the Certification Steering
Committee is supported by the FAA and
will provide a public advisory forum for
developing consensus-based
recommendations for implementing the
opportunities identified by Task Force
4. The Task Force completed its work in
1999 and published its findings in the
‘‘Final Report of RTCA TASK FORCE 4,
Certification.’’ This report serves as a
starting point for the Certification
Steering Committee.

The Certification Steering Committee
is Co-Chaired by Mr. Tom McSweeny,
FAA Associate Administrator for
Regulation and Certification and Mr.
Clay Jones, President, Rockwell Collins.
The Certification Steering Committee
will function as a Federal Advisory
Committee with all meetings open to the
public.

The agenda will include: (1) Welcome
and Introductory Remarks: (a) RTCA
Certification Activity Structure and
Procedures; (b) Review Steering
Committee Charter; (2) Background: (c)
Task Force Four (TF4)
Recommendations; (3) Certification
Select Committee: (d) Membership; (e)
Terms of Reference and Proposal for
Implementing TF4 Recommendations;
(f) Working Group Organization and
Work Plans; (g) Near Term Certification
Improvement Goals; (h) Deliverables
and Milestones; (4) Other Business; (5)
Date and Location of Next Meeting; (6)
Closing.

Attendance is open to the interested
public but limited to space availability.
With the approval of the chairman,
members of the public may present oral
statements at the meeting. Persons
wishing to present statements or obtain
information should contact the RTCA
Secretariat, 1140 Connecticut Avenue,
NW, Suite 1020, Washington, DC 20036;
(202) 833–9339 (phone); (202) 833–9434
(fax); or http://www.rtca.org (web site).
Members of the public may present a
written statement to the committee at
any time.

Issued in Washington, DC, on February 28,
2000.
Janice L. Peters,
Designated Official.
[FR Doc. 00–5356 Filed 3–3–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–13–M

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Maritime Administration

[Docket No: MARAD–2000–6998]

Requested Administrative Waiver of
the Coastwise Trade Laws

AGENCY: Maritime Administration,
Department of Transportation.
ACTION: Invitation for public comments
on a requested administrative waiver of
the Coastwise Trade Laws for the vessel
Ursa Major.

SUMMARY: As authorized by Public Law
105–383, the Secretary of
Transportation, as represented by the
Maritime Administration (MARAD), is
authorized to grant waivers of the U.S.
build requirement of the coastwise laws
under certain circumstances. A request
for such a waiver has been received by
MARAD. The vessel, and a description
of the proposed service, is listed below.
Interested parties may comment on the
effect this action may have on U.S.
vessel builders or businesses in the U.S.
that use U.S.-flag vessels. If MARAD
determines that in accordance with
Public Law 105–383 and MARAD’s
regulations at 46 CFR part 388 (65 FR
6905; February 11, 2000) that the
issuance of the waiver will have an
unduly adverse effect on a U.S.-vessel
builder or a business that uses U.S.-flag
vessels, a waiver will not be granted.
DATES: Submit comments on or before
April 5, 2000.
ADDRESSES: Comments should refer to
docket number MARAD–2000–6998.
Written comments may be submitted by
hand or by mail to the Docket Clerk,
U.S. DOT Dockets, Room PL–401,
Department of Transportation, 400 7th
St., SW, Washington, DC 20590–0001.
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You may also send comments
electronically via the Internet at http://
dmses.dot.gov/submit/. All comments
will become part of this docket and will
be available for inspection and copying
at the above address between 10 a.m.
and 5 p.m., E.T., Monday through
Friday, except federal holidays. An
electronic version of this document and
all documents entered into this docket
is available on the World Wide Web at
http://dms.dot.gov.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Michael Hokana, U.S. Department of
Transportation, Maritime
Administration, MAR 832 Room 7201,
400 Seventh Street, SW, Washington,
DC 20590. Telephone 202–366–0760.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Title V of
Public Law 105–383 provides authority
to the Secretary of Transportation to
administratively waive the U.S.-build
requirements of the Jones Act, and other
statutes, for small commercial passenger
vessels (less than 12 passengers). This
authority has been delegated to the
Maritime Administration per 49 CFR
1.66, Delegations to the Maritime
Administrator, as amended. By this
notice, MARAD is publishing
information on a vessel for which a
request for a U.S.-build waiver has been
received, and for which MARAD
requests comments from interested
parties. Comments should refer to the
docket number of this notice and the
vessel name in order for MARAD to
properly consider the comments.
Comments should also state the
commentor’s interest in the waiver
application, and address the waiver
criteria given in § 388.4 of MARAD’S
regulations at 46 CFR 388.

Vessel Proposed for Waiver of the U.S.-
Build Requirement

(1) Name of vessel and owner for
which waiver is requested: Ursa Major,
owner: V. Joyce Gauthier

(2) Size, capacity and tonnage of
vessel: 65 feet in length, 109 gross tons,
87 tons net. Tonnage calculated for full
displacement deep V trawler hull at
time of initial documentation in 1982.

(3) Intended use for vessel, including
geographic region of intended operation
and trade. According to the applicant:
‘‘Vessel will be used for six to twelve
passenger charters for individuals
interested in touring the areas of the
Puget Sound and Alaska near coastal
areas.’’

(4) Date and place of construction and
(if applicable) rebuilding. Date of
construction 1972, place of original
construction: hull in Norway, upper
structures and interior in Malahide,
County of Dublin, Ireland. Added

information from the applicant:
‘‘Reconstruction and major refits: Vessel
has remained under U.S. citizenship
ownership since construction and has
had extensive refitting, repowering, hull
work, and interior work done at various
northeast shipyards (1972 to 1978),
Merrill Stevens Shipyard in Florida
(1978 to 1992), Seaview East in Seattle
(1999–2000 and future) and currently
Brower Boat Inc. in Seattle (1999–2000
and future). Work in US shipyards since
launch in 1972 exceeds a minimum of
5 times its original cost and fair market
value (average 1978 to 1992 was >
$100,000 per year per prior owner and
shipyard; 1994 to 2000 > $300,000).’’

(5) A statement on the impact this
waiver will have on other commercial
passenger vessel operators. According to
the applicant: ‘‘The Ursa Major will be
joining her sistership, the Explorer, in
providing custom yacht cruises in
Pacific Northwest and Alaskan waters to
promote the preservation of these
classic full displacement wooden hulled
North Sea Trawlers. Similar vessels,
including sistership EXPLORER and
Norwegian ROMSDAHL VIKING
FJORD, have received congressional
waivers of the coastwise trade laws for
the purposes of doing charter cruises in
Puget Sound and Southeast Alaska.
These boats have provided access to the
public to maritime environments for
interested individual tour groups and
offered quality maritime training to
individuals seeking to gain skills of
seamanship.

The URSA MAJOR will be
commanded by Captain Mike Fleming,
formerly of the VIKING FJORD. Captain
Fleming has a degree in oceanography
from the University of Washington. He
is a retired career officer of the National
Oceanographic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) of the
Department of Commerce and is
responsible for charting much of
Southeast Alaska and Prince William
Sound waters. He is a former
Commander of NOAA coast and
geodetic vessels. He is very sensitive to
the cultural and biologic aspects of the
areas in which we will be touring. He
embodies the approach to trade and
activity that the URSA MAJOR will
project as a commercial operation. We
will work with environmental groups
and special needs groups to provide
access to unique environments as
customized cruises and promote the safe
and responsible use of our marine
environment. Studies have indicated the
growth rate of cruise ship passengers
booking to Alaska to increase at the rate
of 20% per year over the last decade.
This growth in Alaskan tourism leaves
room for the entrance of additional

small vessel operators without having
measurable impact on existing
operators. Due to the small size of these
vessels and their low environmental
impact they are often welcomed into
areas and communities not accessible to
larger ships. The small and highly
individualized nature of this operation
and the increasing public interest in
these types of low environmental
impact nature tours makes it unlikely
that this will have significant negative
impact on any major cruise programs or
other commercial operators.’’

(6) A statement on the impact this
waiver will have on U.S. shipyards.
According to the applicant: ‘‘The URSA
MAJOR has remained under private U.S.
ownership as a recreational vessel
throughout her life but is a perfect
candidate for the near coastal trade
waiver to allow her to support her own
maintenance. As such, she will be
available for enjoyment by the
maximum number of individuals.

As noted in Item 4 on reconstruction
and major refits, the URSA MAJOR has
had over five times her original cost
reinvested in her renovation at U.S.
shipyards to date. At this point in time
no commercial U.S. shipyard is
involved in construction of 65-foot
wooden yachts. Therefore, granting this
exemption to URSA MAJOR will have
no impact on new vessel construction
while providing commercial viability
for this boat will assure continued
marine repair work. It would not be
economically feasible to construct a
vessel of this type due to the lack of
many of the woods and skills needed to
replace her. Appropriate repair skills
exist for wooden boats of this type in
the Puget Sound region. This vessel
remains a fine example of wooden boat
building skills of the world and would
allow many interested shipwrights, both
professional and amateur, the
opportunity to learn from her
construction, her history, and sense the
pride in being involved in her repair
and maintenance. Her commercial
viability will assure quality
maintenance of this vessel for decades
to come. The URSA MAJOR is currently
completing a refit lasting over the last
six years. This has been done
exclusively at commercial Seattle
shipyards amounting to over her fair
market value.’’

Dated: February 29, 2000.
By order of the Maritime Administrator.

Joel C. Richard,
Secretary, Maritime Administration.
[FR Doc. 00–5345 Filed 3–3–00; 8:45 am]
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